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February 23, 2004     
Dear Parents,
This guide was made by parents, for parents to help you through the process of working with your children and their schools.  As parent volunteers for the Worcester Public Schools, one of our goals is to empower all parents to become more involved in their child’s education.  You, as a parent have a voice, and you can make a difference in the system as a whole.  In reaching our goal parents, teachers, and administrators will better communicate and support the      common purpose of offering the best education to all children.  

Parents often ask how they can get additional information about the school             system and how it works.  We are pleased that the guide is going to be in                  your hands so you will be able to make choices that will help your children                   get the best education they can. 

Sincerely,

Eva Dixon







Doreen Samuels[image: image19.jpg]



Sue Cozzolino

Barbara Peters

Information and Registration Starts

at the Parent Information Center
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Then Proceed To 

Which School Should                                                    My Child Attend? [image: image3.png]School Quadrant Map
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	North Quadrant
	South 
Quadrant
	Doherty Quadrant
	Burncoat Quadrant

	High Schools
Effective September of 2003 all Worcester Public High Schools and Sullivan Middle School transitioned into Small Learning Communities (SLC).    (See page 11 for details.)

	North High
· Health Science Academy
· School of Social Sys-tems and Justice
· School of Technology and Business
Worcester Technical High School (accepts children from all quadrants)
· Information Technology Academy
· Allied Health Academy  -  health and science fields
· Alden Academy –manufactu-ring and electrical/ design focus
· Construction Academy
	South High Community 
· Information Technology       Academy 
· Academy of Education, Service and Government
· The Academy of Art and Humanities
Claremont Academy
· CO-NECT Academy (Communications Focus with Technology and Criminal Justice / Public Safety concentrations)
University Park Campus School (grades 7-12)

A Small school in partnership with  Clark University with specific geographic guidelines and a lottery system for admission
Sullivan Middle School (small learning academies)
· Clarence Hill Academy (focus on math and science)
· DaVinci Academy (artistic focus with music, art and drama embedded in academic areas)
· Salisbury Academy (rigorous study and personalized education)
· Apricot Academy (connection between learning and the world of work)
	Doherty High
· Engineering / Technology Academy

	Burncoat High
· Patriot Academy of Math and Science 

· Fine Arts Academy
· Academy of Business and Finance

	
Middle Schools


	Worcester East Middle School
	Sullivan Middle School 
(See above for information about its Small Learning Communities)
	Forest Grove Middle School
	Burncoat Middle School



	North Quadrant
	South 
Quadrant
	Doherty Quadrant
	Burncoat   Quadrant

	Neighborhood Elementary Schools – 
Open to any children living in their nhbds.

	· Belmont Street

· Community   

· School

· Grafton Street

· Rice Square

· Union Hill

· Lake View

· Roosevelt 
	· Canterbury Street Magnet Computer-Based

· Columbus Park Preparatory Ac.

· Vernon Hill

· Gates Lane School of     

International Studies

· Goddard School of Science and Technology

· Heard Street Discovery Ac.

· Quinsigamond Community

· Woodland Academy 
	· Midland Street 

· Nelson Place

· Tatnuck Magnet

· West Tatnuck

· Flagg Street

· May Street

· Chandler Elementary Community

· Elm Park Community
	· Burncoat Street Preparatory

· Clark Street Develop- 

mental Learning
· Lincoln Street

· Francis J. McGrath Elementary

· Norrback Avenue

· Thorndyke Road

· Wawecus Road

	Magnet Elementary Schools and their Specialties Worcester Public Schools also has a Voluntary Student Assignment Policy, which allows you to sign up your child for a magnet school outside of your neighborhood school

	City View Discovery      (A citywide magnet & neighborhood school. Provides a hands-on math & science discovery focus)
	
	· Chandler Magnet (focus on science)

· Jacob Hiatt Magnet (focus on hands-on developmental learning at all levels)
	Worcester Arts Magnet School at St. Nicholas Avenue     (A citywide magnet and neighborhood school with focus on the arts)



	Worcester Public School’s Preschool Program (All half-day)

	· Belmont Street     

· Community

· City View Discovery

· Grafton Street

· Rice Square

· Roosevelt


	· Woodland Academy 

· Columbus Park

· Gates Lane

· Goddard

· Quinsigamond Community
· Canterbury Street
	· Chandler Elementary

· Chandler Magnet

· Elm Park Community

· Jacob Hiatt Magnet

· West Tatnuck
	· Clark Street Develop-   mental Learning

· Lincoln Street

· Norrback Avenue

· Thorndyke Road

· Worcester Arts Magnet  School at St. Nicholas Avenue

	Worcester Child Development Head Start Program - Worcester Public Schools

	
	· Millbury Street School

· Vernon Hill School
	Mill Swan Communications Center


	· Greendale School

· Greendale School Family Ties Program



Early Education Programs

Worcester Child Development Head Start Program - Worcester Public Schools

A federally funded pre-school program that provides comprehensive services

To both children and their families. Services include: Education, Social Service, Health, Nutrition/Dental, Special Needs, and Family Involvement support.

· Acceptance into the program is based on Federal Income Guidelines – proof of income required.   

· Children must be 3 or 4 years old.

· Must be a resident of Worcester.  (Documentation required, such as a utility bill)

· Must provide up to date immunization record and physical exam &

             Birth Certificate

· Offers both Center Based half day and full day placements.  (Certain qualifications will apply for full day placements) 

· Half-day programs offer limited transportation based on family need.

· Full day programs operate 5 days per week from either 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. or 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for parents/guardians who are working at least 20 hours a week, who are going to school, or are in job training programs. Transportation is not provided.  Documentation is required in order to qualify for full day placements.

	Size of Family Unit
	Income Limit

	1
	$10,210

	2
	13,690

	3
	17,170

	4
	20,650

	5
	24,130

	6
	27,610

	7
	31,090

	8
	34,570

	For each additional person add
	$3,480



   Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
March 21, 2007

For more information please call the Head Start Program Administrative Office on 770 Main Street, (508) 799-3608, or (508) 799-3254 — Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm.  Interpreters are available who speak Spanish and Albanian. 

Worcester Public School’s Preschool Programs 
· Preschool is available for children who will be 4 years old by December 31st.

· A half-day center-based program operates Monday-Friday.

· Transportation is not available. (Some exceptions are made for children who have a disability).

· The program offers both morning and afternoon sessions.

· All children must be residents of Worcester. Proof is required.

· Follows the Worcester Public School calendar.

· Applications are available beginning in January.  Lottery takes place in the Spring,            however applications are on-going throughout the school year. 

· Applications are available at the Parent Information Center.  (508) 799-3194
	
	WPS General Registration


          Preschool, kindergarten and grades 1 to 6
· All registrations for new students, returning students, transfers and change of addresses take place at the: 
Parent Information Center on 768 Main Street – (508) 799-3194 Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm

· Registration for the next school year begins in January.  Parents will receive notification by mail from the school that has accepted their child. 

· Kindergarten programs are full-day in all elementary schools. 

· Hours vary per school: 7:45 am – 1:50 pm or 8:15 am – 2:20 pm or 7:55 am – 2:00 pm (according to particular school hours).  
· To be eligible to attend kindergarten a child must be five years old by December 31.

· All new students must provide: 

1. Proof of Worcester residency – current utility bill or recent mail – or student proof of address verification form for those who are sharing housing or who are in a temporary shelter. 
2. Proof of child’s birth – official birth certificate or immunization record

3. Updated immunization record 

4. Proof of legal guardianship

5. A Physical exam is required for entry into and kindergarten and for grade 4

Magnet vs. Neighborhood Schools- Which should my child attend?
Parents can automatically send their children to their neighborhood elementary school within their quadrant.  The Worcester Public Schools also has a Voluntary Student Assignment Policy, which allows you to sign up your child for a magnet school outside of your neighborhood school.

· There is a lottery to get in each school.

· Families who live in the neighborhood of a particular magnet school have first priority to get into that school and do not need to enter the school’s lottery.

· Each magnet school focuses on a specialty or theme, such as “arts”, “science”, or “technology”.  (See the chart on page 3.)

· Worcester Public Schools provides transportation to all of the magnet schools.                      (See the Policies and Procedures Handbook for more details about transportation services).
Middle School and High School: grades 7-12

Students registering for grades 7-12 must do so at their quadrant secondary school accompanied by parent or legal guardian.  The family must provide: 

· Proof of child’s birth: official birth certificate or immunization record

· Updated immunization record 

· Proof of Worcester residency: current utility bill or recent mail

· A physical exam is required for grades 7 and 9
    




     Programs for English Language Learners

At the Elementary Schools: K - 6
When registering your child at the Parent Information Center, your child will be tested for his/her English language skills.  If eligible for English language learning services your school options will be explained to you. Please keep in mind that not all schools have these programs and if you choose to have your child receive these services, your child may be attending a school out of your neighborhood. Transportation to those schools will be provided. Services for English language learners are offered in certain schools only.   

Transitional Bilingual Education services in Spanish are offered at the following 

elementary schools: 

Norrback Avenue




Chandler Magnet

Goddard School of Science and Technology
Roosevelt 


   At the Secondary Schools: 7 - 12
Students in grades 7 through 12 are tested at the individual school to determine if they require services for English Language Learners. If your child needs language services, he/she will be assigned to a school that provides those services.  
Transitional Bilingual Education Programs in Spanish are available at the following 

secondary schools: 

South High Community

Sullivan Middle

Burncoat High  


Burncoat Middle 

For more information about services for English Language Learners, or to appeal a             decision made about your child’s language service assignment, you may call the 

Director of Programs for English Language Learners, Dr. Sergio Paez (508) 799-3098.
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Small Learning Communities 


at the High Schools


Worcester Public High Schools and Sullivan Middle School have transformed into 

Small Learning Communities effective September 2003.  The goal of this initiative is 

to emphasize individualized attention, high standards and flexibility to respond to the 

specific needs of each student.                                                                                 

As the family is looking to make decisions about the Small Learning Communities they 

should consider the following:

· Call or visit their child’s high school to get more information about the                   Small Learning Communities (SLC) available and attend the parent information        sessions and school activities. 
· Parents and students should be ready to choose a small learning community  
called ‘academy’ by course selection time in March.  Contact the school’s Action 

Plan Facilitator (APF) or the SLC principal if there is an interest in selecting a 
specific small learning community in your school. 
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School Transfer Policy for All Grades

How do you apply for a "Voluntary Transfer"?
1. Applicants may obtain an application and a policy statement at the Parent Information Center, at their neighborhood middle or high school or by contacting the Quadrant Manager's Office 508-799-3494 located in Durkin Administration Building, 20 Irving Street. 

2. For grades 7-12 the application must be filled out and returned to the appropriate            quadrant manager for approval or denial.  For children in grades K-6 they can be                given to Robert Vartanian, School Choice Coordinator at the Parent Information Center.  

NOTE:  After October 1st of each year, all transfer requests for all grades should be referred to the principal of the child’s school.  

3. A written approval or denial will be sent to the home of the parent/guardian and copies will be forwarded to the principals of both the sending and receiving schools.

4. Worcester Public Schools will be considering the following factors when they make             transfer decisions:

· Available space at the receiving school

· Percentage of minority/ majority students in the receiving school in                 comparison with the city average on October 1st of each year

· Properly documented medical disabilities and other unique circumstances

· Need for Bilingual Education or Special Education Programs

· Residency changes

NOTE:  Parent/Guardian must provide transportation to the new school.

Please see page 3 of the Worcester Public School’s Policies and Programs Handbook for additional details about transfers and appeals process.  

Hardship Appeals Process
If the parent/guardian disagrees with the quadrant manager's decision, a maximum of two weeks will be allowed to appeal the decision in writing to the Chairperson of the Hardship Appeals Board:
Robert Vartanian
School Choice Coordinator
768 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01610
     The Board will review each case referred to it and make timely decisions relative to the disposition of the appeal. A copy of the decision will be sent to the parent/guardian and the appropriate quadrant manager. 

     NOTE:  No hardship appeals are accepted after October 1st of each year

Transportation     
· Free transportation is granted to students in grades kindergarten through           12 who reside two (2) miles or more from the school, which they are entitled             to attend.  

· Students who reside less than two (2) miles from the high school or middle  school they attend can purchase chartered bus tickets if a chartered bus is assigned to the school.  Bus tickets will be priced at $10.00 a month and sold on a space available basis only.  (The cost of tickets for bus trips is subject to annual review.)

· Free transportation will be provided when the presence of long-term heavy    construction projects on the prescribed routes creates a hazard.

· The Worcester Public Schools has the right to remove busing privileges of any student deemed a constant discipline problem.

· NOTE: Under the McKinney-Vento Act, if a child becomes homeless, Worcester Public Schools will provide transportation for students who live in shelters, even if they are living outside of the attendance area. For more information contact Judy Thompson at (508) 799-3175.
See the Policies and Programs Handbook for additional information about Worcester Public Schools transportation policies and services, including safety and behavior rules. (WPS Handbook, page 33)  

Worcester Public School’s Transportation Office can be reached at 799-3152.
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Late (Tardy) /Absence Policy

For additional information, refer to Worcester Public School’s Policy and Procedure Handbook distributed to parents at the start of the school year.   Also check with your school for any changes.

Elementary Level: k-6
· 7 or more absences per year will be considered excessive and may result in      retention (child needing to attend summer school or being held back a grade).

· Parents should report each absence by telephone prior to the absence or by          written note within 2 days. 

Middle and High School: Grades 7-12

· Students will not receive credit for a class in which he/she has 15 or more absences.

· After 5 absences in grades 7-8, the principal will contact the parent or guardian and may request a meeting. In grades 9-12, written notification from parents is required at the 5th absence and every multiple of 5 up to 14 absences.

· A student who is not in his/her seat at the start of homeroom or class will be  considered tardy.  A student who is absent for more than ½ of the class will be considered absent from that class.

· 4 unexcused tardiness to a class in any semester will equal 1 absence in that class.

For additional information, refer to the Worcester Public School’s Policy and Procedure Handbook distributed to parents at the start of the school year.                                             
Dismissals / School Cancellations

     
Please see policy handbook for your child’s particular school information.

· When schools are dismissed early, all afterschool and evening programs are cancelled.

· For early dismissals, schools are dismissed on a bus tier basis according to the bus schedule.  Ask your child’s school what their early release time is.

School cancellations or delays in the opening of school will be announced on the            following radio and TV programs: 

Radio Stations                           TV Stations

	WTAG 580 AM

  WXLO 104.5 FM

   WORC 1310- AM

 WCUW 93.1 FM

WSRS 96.1 FM

        WBZ 103 AM 
	 
	WHDH TV Channel 7
WCVB TV Channel 5

WBZ TV Channel 4
	


Student Support Services

Mental Health Concerns

Talk to your child’s teacher and/or principal and get a referral to the school counselor/      adjustment counselor in the building if your child has social, emotional, behavioral and/or   academic problems. You can also get a referral to a school psychologist assigned to the       school. Services are available to all children. These services include consultations with         parents and/or teachers. Further individual assessment or referral to community–based        servers as appropriate is then provided.

Every school also has a Student Support Process (SSP) you can request for your child. School staff members, often including support staff will meet with parents and teachers to share ideas and strategy suggestions. In addition to school based support, a variety of community-based services may also be recommended to help families address the various needs of their children outside the school setting for issues including children who are severely depressed or are dealing with more complex problems. 

Main Contact: Judy Thompson, Coordinator of Counseling, Psychology and Community Outreach Services, (508) 799-3175

Note: Additional assistance for families also available through Worcester Communities of Care and the Parent/Professional Advocacy League of Worcester (See page 21.)

Medical Concerns

Every school has a full time or part time school nurse. Contact them directly with any            medical concerns relating to your child.                                                                                                  

Contact: Donna Hoey, Coordinator of School Nurses (508) 799-8554   

Special Education 

Special education is specially designed instruction and related services that meet the unique     needs of an eligible student with disabilities. These services provide support to students with disabilities to access the general curriculum so that the student can successfully develop their individual educational potential.
If you are concerned that your child has a disability affecting his/her ability to make progress in school, you can first talk to your child's teacher, or you may make a referral for a special education evaluation at any time.

NOTE: A Student Support Process (SSP) meeting (see Mental Health Concerns section above) is recommended before any referral to Special Education. Many times the issues of concern can be addressed more quickly and appropriately through the SSP.  

Contact:  Patricia George, Coordinator of Team Evaluations or Midge Wetzel, Assistant Director, Special Education Department; 508-799-3056.  

Stephen Gannoon is the Interim Acting Director of the Special Education Department. 
Note:  Additional Assistance for families is also available through the Parent/Professional   Advocacy League of Worcester (See page 21.)

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS                                                      

The Worcester Public Schools partners with several health providers to operate                SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS in 13 of the high schools, middle and elementary      schools.  
The school-based health centers provide students with necessary health care including school, sports, and work physicals, treatment of illness, first aid, emergency care immunization and/or health education.  
In order to receive services from the partner health agency at the school, parents/ guardians must complete and return to school a signed consent form.  When appropriate, health insurance companies of the families will be billed.  No one will be denied services if they are unable to pay.  

The following schools have SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS:                                                                                                     

School 




Partner Health Agency

South High Community School

Family Health Center

Sullivan Middle School


Family Health Center


Woodland Academy

 

Family Health Center


Goddard School of Science and Tech. 
Family Health Center


University Park Campus School 

Family Health Center

North High School



Great Brook Valley Health Center

Burncoat Middle School 


Great Brook Valley Health Center

Worcester High School 


Great Brook Valley Health Center

Roosevelt Elementary School 

Great Brook Valley Health Center

Norrback Avenue School 


Great Brook Valley Health Center


Doherty High School



UMass Memorial Healthcare
Elm Park Community
School


Family Health Center
Support for Foster Parents, Foster Children, Pre-Adoptive and Adopted               Children and Families.

Specialized case management services are provided to students who are in foster care and those who are homeless.  Two School Adjustment Counselors and one Resource Specialist, under the direction of the Child Study Department, work to increase understanding and awareness of the academic, psychological and social development needs of foster, adopted, homeless and other children at risk in the Worcester Public Schools. In addition, they provide support and intervention to foster parents and children, and facilitate communication between the many providers usually involved with these children.  They provide consultation to teachers and families and organize transportation for this very mobile population. 
Contact: Carol Baez, Ina Perez or Melissa Nicole Ferguson at 508-799-3095 for additional information.

Community Resource Guides 

Available!!

Several community groups have created community resource guides.  Contact the following agencies to receive one!
After school & Summer Programs:  Worcester Communities of Care & Community Build / 508-856-5242 or 508-757-6519

Pocket Size Guide for Parents to all Worcester Services, Mental Health Providers, Housing Search & Support Group Programs:  Worcester Community Connections of the Worcester Community Action Council:  508-754-1176 x126
How to Deal with Bullying 

             and Harassment

Bullying occurs when one or more students repeatedly act out against a targeted victim  by teasing, making insulting comments, name-calling, threatening, spreading rumors, hitting, stealing, sending harassing e-mails, making hang-up calls, or destroying property belonging to the victim.

If your child is the victim of bullying, harassment, sexual harassment, or a hate crime you should consider doing the following:

Immediately call and report in detail all incidents of bullying to your child’s teacher or principal, even if you think that they already know about the bullying.

Ask the principal what the school policy is in dealing with bullying and harassment and learn what consequences/punishments a bully may face

Listen to, support, and reassure your child, encouraging your child to tell you          
         when they do not feel safe.

NEVER tell your child to “fight back, beat up and hit the bully”. Teach your child to be confident, respectful, and talk about ways to peacefully deal with the bully.  While at school, all children are supervised by an adult. Tell your child to notify the closest adult about the incident as soon as it happens.  

Ask your school principal if they have a student bullying prevention program. See the Worcester Public School’s Health Curriculum which covers bullying using research-based materials developmentally appropriate.  Principals may also request more extensive school-wide programs for their school through the office of Safe Schools / Healthy Students and Health Education under Colleen O’Brien                    

If the situation is not resolved, you may access District Attorney Joseph D.  Early, Jr.’s   School and Community Outreach Programs free, student, parent, and teacher workshops on bullying prevention. For more information, contact Ms. Sue Hayes at (508) 755 8601 or check out www.worcesterda.com.  

If your child continues to be the victim of serious, repeated bullying, contact the                 School Safety Liaison Office at (508) 799-3472. 

If your child appears to be in immediate danger, contact the Worcester Police Department at (508) 799-8600 or dial 911.

If necessary, you may apply for a private criminal complaint against a chronic bully who has committed a crime against your child. To do so, go to the Clerk’s Office at Worcester Juvenile Court, 225 Main St., to fill out paperwork describing the acts of bullying against your child. A clerk’s hearing will be set up for you. For more information, contact the Juvenile Court at (508) 791-7109.

How to Address Needs at Your Child’s School
Follow the process outlined by the Worcester Public Schools, proceeding to the             next step if the situation is not resolved:






  

          


Quadrant Managers


· South and Burncoat Quadrants 

Margaret M. Venditti (508) 799-3264
· Doherty and North Quadrants
 
Donald W. Kelley, Jr.  (508) 799-3221
· Manager of Student and Staff Support Services & Alternative Programs 







Albert Vasquez  (508) 799-3061
Administration of the Worcester Public Schools

Durkin Administration Building, 20 Irving Street, Worcester, MA  01609

Worcester School Committee

All meetings are open to the public and held the first and third Thursday of the month at 7pm in the City Council Chamber at Worcester City Hall.  Parents can petition the School Committee with concerns they may have by contacting Dr. Helen Friel at (508) 799-3032.  
Meeting times vary in June, July and August.  Call the Head Clerk, Helen Friel, for times and dates.

	Mayor Konstantina Lukes
	Chairman, School Committee
	(508) 799-1153

	Robert A. Bogigian
	School Committee Member
	(508) 792-1165

	Jack Foley
	School Committee Member
	(508) 853-3593

	Dorothy Hargrove
	School
	(508) 755-5770

	John Monfredo
	School Committee Member
	(508) 853-3444

	Mary Mullaney
	Vice - Chair
School Committee Member
	(508) 791-0808

	Brian A. O’Connell, Esquire


	School Committee Member
	(508) 792-6789



Involvement in Your Child’s School

1.    Attend School Activities!

2.    Participate in parent workshops and conferences!

3.    Join parent/teacher/community groups such as:

· Parent – Teacher Organizations - Many schools have active parent-run groups.  Contact your school’s organization president to receive more information.

· School Site Councils -Contact your school   principal for information on how to join.
What are they?
· Site Councils are representative advisory groups that collaborate in planning for and implementing school improvement.
· Each public elementary, secondary, and independent vocational school in MA is required to have a school council. 

Who is on them?
· Parents (elected)

· Teachers or other school staff (elected)

· A student (if school serves any gr. 9-12)

· School Principal

· Interested community organizations (appointed).
Why be involved?
· Families gain:

· An opportunity to shape policy decisions

· An opportunity to redefine parent involvement

· A better understanding of the schools possibilities and challenges

What do they do?
· Council Members:

· Focus on the interest of the school and all its students

· Communicate regularly with the populations they represent

· Promote the participation of the school community in support of improvement plans

· Make recommendations for the development, implementation, and assessment of the curriculum accommodation plans, assist in the review of the annual school budget, and the formation of the school improvement plan

*Information provided by Parents PLACE, the Massachusetts Statewide Parent Information and Resource Center (PIRC)

· Citywide Parent Planning Advisory Council (CPPAC) is the parent advisory council to the Worcester Public Schools Administration and the School    Committee, made up of parents/guardians who represent the school that their children attend.  The council has two main goals: 

· To create and maintain a means of communication among parents, teachers, administrators and the school committee

· To promote an environment of understanding and common purpose so that the           best education may be offered to all children

CPPAC meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7pm at the Worcester Public Library (one Salem Square).  Meetings are open to the public.  All parents are encouraged to participate.  Contact: Dawn Johnson (508) 791-9277.                                                                  
· Title I Parent Advisory Council – Contact Liz Veccio at 508-799-3465

· Special Education Parent Advisory Council – Contact Kate Myrshall 508-799-3052. Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of each month from October – April during the 07-08 academic year from 6:30-8:30pm at the Worcester Technical High School, 1 Skyline Drive. (email = worcspedpac@yahoo.com).
· Smaller Learning Communities (SLC) Advisory Councils are now forming at the       high schools and at Sullivan Middle School.  Contact the leader of you child’s SLC             or the school principal for information on how to participate. 

4.   Attend School Committee Meetings! 

You can access the governing board for the entire Worcester Public School system.      Meetings are open to the public.  If you wish to speak about an educational issue         pertaining to your child, make prior arrangements with the chair or the clerk by calling             Dr. Helen Friel at (508) 799-3032.  (See page 19.)

Advocates Who Can Help You

You can also join these community and parent-driven groups in Worcester where you       can meet and network with other parents, get support, and find out more about how to      use the school system!


· Family Ties, Worcester Family Ties Network                                                                           
Help for Worcester families with children ages 0-3 years old:         

   Play groups, GED and ESOL classes, Parent Groups and Workshops


160 Leeds Street, Old Greendale School, Worcester, MA  01606

Contact:  Beth Vietze (508) 799-3136
· PAL Worcester Chapter (Parent/Professional Advocacy League)


Support/Information for families who have children with


mental health concerns and special needs.


Contact: Cindy Cesaitis, Yvette Rodriguez (508) 767-9PAL (9725)
· 
Southeast Asian Coalition of Central Mass (508) 791-4373                                                                                     
Educational and multi-service center for Asian families


Southeast Asian Center of Worcester, 120 Chandler Street, Worcester, MA  01609

Contact: David Nguyen and Trung Nguyen
· 
Uniting Our Voices and Having Our Say - A Community Coalition Investing                    

      in the Education of African American, Native American, and Black Children


Educational assistance for students and their parents


Contact Ogretta Mc’Neil at (508) 595-0219 or Robert Layne and Monica Bond at
26 Queen Street, Jacques Bldg., Room 310 

508-856-6506 / www.unitingourvoices.org
· 
Communities of Care                                                                                                        
Help for parents of children with mental health concerns


275 Belmont Street, Worcester, MA  01605


Contacts: Yvette Rodriguez (508) 856-5223, Anthony Irsfeld at (508) 856-5105
· 
Worcester Community Connections at Worcester Community Action Council                    
Parent-to-parent support and help for families with everyday educational needs


484 Main Street, 2nd floor, Worcester, MA  01608


Contacts: Olga Lopez-Hill(508)754-1176 x155, Mayra Nieves (508)754-1176 x124
· 
The Latino Education Institute  (508) 798-6507         



Educational services for Latino students and their families


Located at Worcester State College, 486 Chandler Street, Worcester, MA  01602
· 
Parental Street Line:  1-800-632-8188
A 24 hour helpline for parents who want to talk about problems they are having with their children.  Calls are anonymous and confidential.       
· Worcester Youth Guidance Center  (508) 421-4460        


Parent Advocacy and help for parents of children with mental health concerns


275 Belmont Street, Worcester, MA  01605


Contact: Joanne Carey
After School Programs

Many schools hold after school/summer programs and/or homework centers at their sites, sometimes in collaboration with community organizations and such agencies as the YMCA or   Girl’s Inc.  Inquire with your child’s school regarding a listing of the programs they offer on-site and in collaboration with community organizations. Note:  due to funding restrictions – only children currently attending identified schools are able to attend after school programs at those sites. 
Providers of After School Programs:

Youth Net:  

Free Neighborhood-based recreational, educational and cultural activities to middle school aged youth in Worcester involving several collaborating agencies.  Transportation provided
Contact: Elizabeth Roche, YouthNet Director
c/o Girls Incorporated of Worcester
125 Providence Street
Worcester, MA 01604
Phone:  508-552-7028
Girl’s Inc
125 Providence

Worcester, MA 01604

(508) 755-9525.

Programs include a computer center, sewing, and swimming.

Friendly House

36 Wall Street

Worcester, MA

(508) 755-4362 

Programs include Youth Hoop Basketball, and other after-school programs.

YWCA

1 Salem Square

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 767-2505

Programs include karate lessons, dance lessons, and a tumble class. 

Central Branch YMCA

766 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608 

(508) 755-6101

Programs include Y Leaders Club and the Spartacus Program                                                         — fitness and problem solving skills.

Note: There are more programs available!!!  Contact MASS 2-11 (Formerly the United Way of Central MA’s ‘First Call’) for more details at 877-211-6277. 
Channel 11 "Homework Hotline": broadcasted on Channel 11 by Worcester Public Schools, provides opportunities for students to receive help with homework.  Students and parents can call in to request assistance with assignments and ask questions!!
Big Y Homework Hotline:  1-800-866-BIGY (2449)

Monday – Thursday 4pm – 7pm, during school year; Children from grades k-12 can call and ask any questions.  Teachers will help them walk through assignments

inos en grados k-12.licas de Worcestersucacion o Midge Wetzel, stan severamente s agencias de la comunidadarta

Individual School Contact Information 
2006-2007
	School
	Address
	Phone
	Principal
	Action Plan Facilitator

(At the Smaller Learning Communities in all High Schools and Sullivan Middle only)

	South Quadrant

	South High Community School
	170 Apricot St. 01603
	(508) 799-3325
	Maureen Ciccone
	

	Dr. Arthur F. Sullivan Middle School
	140 Apricot St. 01603
	(508) 799-3350
	Robert Jennings
	

	Claremont Academy
	15 Claremont Street 01610
	(508) 799-3077
	June Eressy
	

	University Park Campus School
	12 Freeland St. 01603
	(508) 799-3591
	June Eressy
	

	Canterbury Street Magnet- Computer Based
	129 Canterbury St. 01603
	(508) 799-3484
	Elizabeth Army
	

	Columbus Park Preparatory Academy
	75 Lovell St. 01603
	(508) 799-3490
	Dr. Dolores Gribouski
	

	Gates Lane School of International Studies
	1238 Main St. 01603
	(508) 799-3488
	Bette Carr
	

	Goddard School of Science and Technology
	14 Richards St. 01603
	(508) 799-3594
	Marion Guerra
	

	Heard Street Discovery Academy
	100 Heard St. 01603
	(508) 799-3525
	Thomas Brindisi
	

	South Quadrant (continued)

	Woodland Academy
	15 Claremont Street

01610
	(508) 799-3557
	Patricia Padilla
	

	Quinsigamond Community School
	832 Millbury St. 01607
	(508) 799-3502
	Debbie Mitchell
	

	Vernon Hill School
	211 Providence St. 01607
	(508) 799-3630
	Joanna Bowolick
	

	North Quadrant

	North High School
	150 Harrington Way 01604
	(508) 799-3370
	David Elworthy
	

	Worcester Technical High School
	1 Skyline Drive

01605
	(508) 799-1940
	Sheila Harrity
	

	Worcester East Middle School 
	420 Grafton St. 01604
	(508) 799-3430
	Rose Dawkins
	

	Belmont Street Community School
	170 Belmont St. 01605
	(508) 799-3588
	Dr. Susan Proulx
	

	Grafton Street School
	311 Grafton St. 01604
	(508) 799-3478
	MaryAnn Binkoski
	

	Rice Square School
	76 Massasoit Rd. 01604
	(508) 799-3556
	Kathleen Valeri
	

	Union Hill School
	1 Chapin St. 01604
	(508) 799-3600
	Denise Bahosh
	

	Lake View School
	133 Coburn Ave. 01604
	(508) 799-3536
	Margaret Bondar
	

	Roosevelt School
	1006 Grafton St. 01604
	(508) 799-3482
	Mary Meade-Montague
	

	North Quadrant (continued)

	City View Discovery School
	80 Prospect St. 01605
	(508) 799-3670
	Albert Ganem
	

	Doherty Quadrant

	Doherty Memorial High School
	299 Highland St. 01602
	(508) 799-3270
	Sally Maloney
	Katarina Kambosos 

	Forest Grove Middle School
	495 Grove St. 01605
	(508) 799-3420
	Maureen McCullough
	

	Midland Street School
	18 Midland St. 01602
	(508) 799-3548
	Dr. Patricia McCullough
	

	Nelson Place School
	35 Nelson Pl. 01605
	(508) 799-3506
	Malachi Kelley
	

	Tatnuck Magnet School
	1083 Pleasant St. 01602
	(508) 799-3554
	Thomas Pappas
	

	West Tatnuck School
	300 Mower St. 01602
	(508) 799-3596
	Steven Soldi
	

	Flagg Street School
	115 Flagg St. 01602
	(508) 799-3522
	Dr. Sheila Graham
	

	May Street School
	265 May St. 01602
	(508) 799-3520
	Karrie Allen
	

	Chandler Elementary Community School
	114 Chandler St. 01609
	(508) 799-3572
	Mark Berthiaume
	

	Doherty Quadrant (continued)

	Elm Park Community School
	23 North Ashland St. 01609
	(508) 799-3568
	Ruthann Melancon
	

	Jacob Hiatt Magnet School
	772 Main St. 01610
	(508) 799-3601
	Patricia Gaudette
	

	Chandler Magnet School
	525 Chandler St. 01602
	(508) 799-3452
	Ivonne Perez
	

	Burncoat Quadrant

	Burncoat High School
	179 Burncoat St. 01606
	(508) 799-3300
	William Foley (acting)
	

	Burncoat Middle School
	135 Burncoat St. 01606
	(508) 799-3390
	Lisa Houlihan
	

	Burncoat Street  Preparatory School
	526 Burncoat St. 01606
	(508) 799-3537
	Ann Swenson
	

	Clark Street Developmental Learning School
	280 Clark St. 01606
	(508) 799-3545
	Marie Morse
	

	Lincoln Street School
	549 Lincoln St.

01605
	799-3504
	Mary Beth Pulsifer (Acting)
	

	McGrath Elementary School
	51 Chadwick

01605
	799-3584
	Dr. Deborah Sinkis


	

	Burncoat Quadrant (continued)

	Norrback Avenue School
	44 Malden St. 01606
	799-3500
	Deborah Daley (acting)
	

	Thorndyke Road School
	30 Thorndyke Rd. 01606
	799-3550
	Elaine Zingarelli
	

	Wawecus Road School
	20 Wawecus Rd. 01605
	799-3527
	Paula Proctor
	

	Worcester Arts

Magnet School
	315 St. Nicholas Ave. 01606
	799-3575
	Susan O’Neil
	

	Worcester Technical High School – (also See North Quadrant)
(Accepts high school students from all quadrants by application)

	Worcester Technical High School
	1 Skyline Drive 01605
	799-1940
	Sheila Harrity
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The Citywide Parent Planning Advisory Council,


Parent/Professional Advocacy League Worcester Chapter,


 Worcester Youth Guidance Center 
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Worcester Public Schools             Parent Information Center


768 Main Street


Worcester, MA 01608


(508) 799-3194





Open year round weekdays from 


8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


Information and assistance                  for new students                                          in the elementary grades.





Head Start





Register your child at the Head Start Office 


770 Main Street


Worcester, MA 01608


(508) 799-3608





Find Your Quadrant in the Map.


(See the next page.)





Middle and High Schools





Register your son or daughter directly at the school site.








Pre-school – 6th Grade





Register your child at the Parent      Information Center.





Note:  Double check quadrant designation at the Parent Information Center (508) 799-3194. 














Start Here





Your Child’s Teacher


Set up a meeting and speak with him/her!





School Principal


(See next pages for contact information.)





School Options:


You can ask for a Student Support Team meeting at your child’s school to address any concern related to your child.








Quadrant Managers


Donald W. Kelley, Jr. and 


Margaret M. Venditti


(508) 799-3264








Other options:


If the problem is not resolved, you may access the following statewide programs that support parents and advocate for their children’s individual needs:


Parent Professional Advocacy League -Worcester Chapter�(508) 767-9725


Federation for Children with Special Needs�(800) 331-0688 (in MA)





School Committee


(508) 799-3032





School Superintendent  


James Caradonio


(508) 799-3115





Deputy Superintendent


Stephen Mills


(508) 799-3017





You may choose to bring a person with you to serve as an advocate, interpreter, or for support.








�
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